


FI{ANK AlcINTOSH has chosrn as the motif of 
this n~onth's covrr clrsign a dragon temple lrom 
northvrn Sinm. %vlu,rc (:hinese inlluence is obviou. 

FRANK CARTE11 DANCROFT epent three ycara 
in India-one in a l~nsnr in Lahore, one in Habindra- 
nath Tagore's school nt Snntiniketan and one as a 
free lance jouronlist in Calcuttn. Mr. Uancroft has 
served as corrcspondcnt for The Ncw York Timea. 
Tile Chrislinr~ Seic~lcc Mortifm and other newspapers. 

RABINDRANATH TAGORE, India's most dis- 
tinguished contelnporary man 01 letters. needs no 
introductioo Lo A s ~ n  reader*. Tagore's sketch has 
been translnted hy Ullnbnni Bhnttncharya, Lhe trans- 
lator of a coUeclion of poe~os and sketches by Tagore 
entitled Tlrc (;olden Iloal. and himself a contributor Lo 
English and Ilengnli perioclicnls. 

MASANORI WO, formerly chief editor and di- 
rector ol the Tokyo Jiji Shimpo, is considered one 01 
the outstnndiog Japanese autboriliep on naval ques- 
tiong. As foreign correspondent 01 the Tokyo J i j i  
he covered the IVnshington Naval Conlerence of 
1991-1944. as well as many other outstanding events. 

LIN YUTANG is the founder and editor 01 the two 
lortnightly Chinese journnls 1,uir Vu and Jen Chien 
Shih and author 01 several volumes 01 the Iiaiming 
English readers and essays. Dr. I.in holds an M.A. 
degree from Harvard University and a Ph.D. degree 
from the University 01 Leipzig. 

JOSEPII AUSLANDER, one 01 the hest known of 
contemporary Arneriarn poets, is lecturer in poetry 
a t  Colu~nbia University. 

AUDREY WURDEMANN is the author of a 
volume of poems entitled Briglrl Amlruah. 

R. W. G. HINGSTON, as medical officer and 
naturalist in the Indian hlediwl Service, spent much 
of his time on scientilic expeditions, notnhly the Indn- 
Russian Pnmir Expedition and the 1944 Mount 
Everest Expedition. Since his retirement from that 
service, hlajor Aingston has heen associated with still 
other expeditions-in Greenlnnd. British Guiana and 
various parts of Africn. 

CLARENCE AUGUSTUS MANNING is assist- 
ant  professor of Slavonic languages a t  Columbia 
University. Dr. Manning has translated several 
volumes by Russian authors, edited An At~fhology oJ 
Czeehoslouali Poetry and written many articles on 
Slavonic subjects. 

GRACE E. WILLS was horn and brought up in 
New Zealand and taught in the schools there, hut lor 
the past five yenrs she has heen an American citizen. 
Mrs. \\'ills visited Western Samoa in the course of a 
journey home to New Zealand. in 1990. Sincp that 
time she hns kept in close touch with Samoan asairs. 

LOCKIE PARKER hns been teaching English in 
a girls' lycte in a Turkish town and studying Lhe 
general problem of the educntion of Turkish girls. in 
order to give her views on this subject to the Turk- 
ish Educational Association. 

ARTHUR G. COONS, 01 the Department 01 
Economics a t  Occidental College, Los Angeles, re- 
cently spent a yenr in China investigating economic 
sod financial conclilions. Professor Coons. who h 
specialized in the study of Chinese finance, is the 
author ol The Forcign Public Debl o j  China. 

JAWAHARLAL N M R U ,  lending Indian Kn- 
tionalist, is hack in prison ns this concluding instal- 
ment of "Prison letters to Indira" goes to press. 

GEORGE KIN LEUNG is an Americnn-horn 
Chinese journalist who, since lQYI, has lived in China, 
where he has made n special study of Chinese drama. 
He handled the ~ublicity for the Chinese actor Mei 
Ian-fnng on his tour 10 the United States. 
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A NATURALIST ON THE 

ROOF OF THE WORLD 

T H E  Pamir plateau, bleak and empty, carved into a 
chaos of mountain grandeur, is the meeting-place of 
three great empires, Russia, China and India. 

Travelers have calletl it "The Roof of the World." The 
name is not inapt. For. when we stand on one of its 
innumerable pinnacles, a t  a height of about 20,000 feet, 
nre do feel ourselves above all mundane things. To the 
north is Russia, to the east China, to the south India. 
We can direct our gaze over each in turn. The earth 
seems, as i t  were, spread around us and beneath us. 
.\nd what a spectacle it is! \\%erever we look we see 
nothing but endless glaciation. Ridge upon ridge, crest 
upon crest, the summits seem to spread themselves alnlost 
to infinity. It is like looking on a wind-tossed ocean 
where every breaker is a snow-clatl peak. ;\Ioreover, it 
is an  ocean untmversed ant1 uncharted. Only here and 
there have men penetrated its larger defiles. Of all these 
summits that we look on scarcely one has got a name. 
I t  is an  unnumberetl myriad, grand, desolate. unknown. 
\\:here empires meet we e s ~ ~ e c t  human activity ancl 
1)ustle; yet here there is nothing but mountain savagery. 
The earth has no more lofty plateau and no more for- 
Iidding \\-iltlerness. 

Hon. do we get to the Roof of tlie World? I t  is :I 

long antl difficult journey that necessitates a complete 
crossing of the Hirnalaya. Such :L cfossing cannot be 
u~lderhken light-heartedly. For the Himalai-a is not 
one range, but a parallel series of ranges, each with its 
own peculiar obstacles, passes, gorges, glaciers, cliffs. 
\Ye must equip ourselves as if for nlor~ntain exl)loration: 
for it will Like 11s more than :L month to get across. 

IVe s b r t  from Srinagar, the capit;il of Kahhmir. 
Ilere in a valley of rcnownctl beauty we set about the 
ncces.;:lry preparations. \Ye are in a green espirnse 
rillget1 round by mountains a11 capl,etl with perpetual 
sno\v. I t  is like an emerald in a white setting. I'lacitl 
I;~kes are herc ant1 there spre;~d out in the greellery; there 
arc ~ x ~ t c l ~ c s  of goltlcn corn with villages in the midst of 
them; on the Iakcsides are remains of kingly ruins ant1 
gartlens whicli the Afghan conquerors laid out. But our 
1)usincss is not scenery. I t  is orgnnization. \ye collect 
the foodstuffs which for montl~s must be carried by cool- 
ies; warm, fleece-lined clotl~es, tents, sleeping-bags, ice 
:tses, clirnl)ing-boots anti all the other paraphernalia 
necessary for the journey. 

Before 11s is n march of forty clays over a succession 
of five ranges. At its commencen~ent two snow-bound 
prisses must be crossetl. The first is tlie Trisgbul (11,900 
feet). I t  1e;ids northward from the Kashmir valley and. 
:it this seaso~~-the entl of ,ipril-is covered in deep snow. 

\I'e get across it a t  clawn while the snow is still hard; then 
descend through piles of avalanche debris internlingled 
with huge houlders and tree trunks that the avalancherr 
have torn from the mountain sides. Then me go for- 
ward to the more difficult Burzil Pass. Our route to it 
runs through typical mountai~i valleys. Snow lies thick 
on the hillsides; torrents dance along the valley beds; in 
the mornings there bangs from every pine needle a deli- 
cate lacelike tracery of ice. From time to time, now in 
front of us, now IJehind us, we hear the roar of ava- 
lanches crashing down the hillsides. 

The scenery is gorgeous. Isolated peaks of pyram- 
idal shape, often streaked with lines or bands of coni- 
fers, rise up like islands above a waste of snow. As a 
rule one of their aspects is bare of vegetation. while the 
other supports it in fair luxuriance. At times the trees 
arrange tl~emselves in arrow-like manner. We see the 
I~ands of conifers converging from base to summit, their 
green lines giving the inlpression of feathery barbri, the 
\vliole looking somewhat like an arrow shaft. 

I t  is impossible a t  this season to cross the Burzil by 
daylight. We should only sink waist-deep in the thawing 
snowdrifts. The crossing must be a night attempt, while 
thc snow is still frozen hard. There is no moon to show 
the way. The long line of more than a hundred coolies 
niust pick their steps by the light of hand lamps. There 
are six miles of steep ascent. Coolies stumble with their 
loads; some sink exhausted in the snow: others fall asleep; 
alniost all groan in piteous manner. Ry dawn we are on 
the s ~ ~ n ~ n l i t .  I t  is a white waste with here and there a 
dark projecting rock. I ~ t e r  in the season it will he gay 
with flowers: but in .ipril it is a grim ancl silent wilder- 
ness, I,leali, barren ant1 hitterly coltl. 

I t  takes us twenty hours to put the Burzil bebind us. 
\Ye are then a horrible-looking party with red, swollen 
faces and bleeding lips. Some of us carry more lasting 
nlemories in the shape of frost-bitten finger tips antl 
snow-1)lind eyes. 

Then follows a journey of seven days to Gilgit, the 
halfway house to the Pamirs. I t  takes us through varied 
n~orinttiin scenery. Some days we are in the midst of 
glorious pine forests, with troops of blue magpies sailing 
amongst the trees and pheasants sending their ringing 
whistles for miles along the leafy ranges. Another day 
we march along the I~ank of a torrent where dippers dive 
into the larger pools and redstarts alight on slippeq 
t,oulders to catch the water insects cast up by the spray. 
Then again we are in rocky wastes, true deserts of fallen 
stones with here and there a green o;isis marking the site 
of a village or a stream. The chief feature in the route 



is the cmssu~g of the Indus. which here looks like a slender 
silvery serpent winding its nrny through an  enormolrs 
gorge. The river. which is to nll appearances so dimin- 
utive and feeble, hns in fact s;~wrtl a ch:~nncl twenty thou- 
sand feet in tlel)tl~ :tcross t l ~ e  highest ~ w r t  of the r;tllgr. 

Isolatrd prake. ronifcr slrealietl. rise l i k r  ~ e l s n d s  f r o t t ~  the anon. 

;it Gilgit we halt a few days to refresh ourselves. 
Then forward into the Karakoram ranges. the most for- 
I>idtling part of the western Hin1:llaya. The gorges are 
now deep, often dark and narrow. Our transport ad- 
vances along sandy beds and in places, where the rivers 
are too narrow and unfordable, makes a deviation to the 
mountain side. Many a river has to be crossetl. Spread 
out in long straggling line, the coolies are a t  one time 
waist-deep ill water, a t  another trudging across sandy 
islets, a t  another clinging to  some perilous-looking path 
a thousand feet above the bed of the gorge. The lording 
of the rivers is sometimes no light-hearted performance. 
In  the early mornings the streams have little Force. But 
the strengthening sun soon melts the snow-fields a t  their 
sources. Then they come down like roaring torrents and 
by midday are generally unfordable .l late start in the 
day's journey means continuous apprehension. But our 
men are strong and experienced forders. They cross in 
batches, joining hands. supporting one another, and not 
seldom getting a severe ducking. 

All around us in these gorges is brown barren rock. 
There is little or no vegetation on the cliffs. The beds 
of the defiles are deserts of stones, in places half blocked 
with fallen a\ralanches of rock. The scnle is stupendous. 
Probably nowhere. even in the Himalaya itself, are there 
gorges of greater depth, profusion and magnitude than in 
this particular part of the Karakoram. 

Some of the defiles are filled with glaciers. They 
Hon. down from glaciated peaks tliat often show their ice- 
draped shoulders a t  the heads of the lateral valleys. 
Their fissured, pinnacled, 1)oulder-li~tlen surfaces seldom 
show true icy l)rillia~icy ant1 \vhiteness. For dust and 
dkbris permeate their sul)stance. giving t l ~ e m  the color of 
the rocks tliat flank tl1e111. Sometimes \vliere they e ~ l d  
they are so black that they look more like co:rl than ice. 
:Ilongsicle then), like the lines of earth dug out irorn :t 

canal, are the long ~riorair~es of Iroken rock which the 
ice-streams 11:rve brought down from their rno~lnt;tin 
sources :tr~d the11 piletl up along their Har~ks. Sorneti~nes 
these moraines s t a~ ld  in tiers, parallel lines that rise one 
above the other For lluntlreds of feet up t l ~ e  sides of t l ~ e  
gorge. These tell us that  the glaciers are now I)ut 

shrunken n~inintures of what were once far vastcr streallls, 
I t  is iroul>lesorne when these glaciers I~lock the pntlr. 

Getting loads across t h e ~ n  is no easy task: with all their 
barrenness the glaciers often scem to  be rrlive. \VC hear 
the grinciing of the ice over its rocky bed, the sl>littillg of 
some new crevasse, the toppling over of somc pinnacle, 
the slipping of some boulder fro111 its icy perrli and its 
splash into a glacier pool. Ever-~noving, cvcr-changing, 
the glacier goes fornrard like some creeping monster 
crusl~ing everything before it. 

Forty (lays after 1e:rvirlg Prinagar we find ourselves 
t l ~ c  3Iintaka Pass that  leads to the Roof of the 

\\'orltl. \\'li:~t ii cl~snge! f e not only pass from Indian 
into (:hinesc territory but, it seems, :rlmost from one 
\vorld to another. It is both a new landscape and a new 
people. Dehind us are the deep gorges and bronrn vertical 
cliffs. \Ye come out on a vast and more open ~ ~ p l a n d  a t  
an :iverage height of 13,000 feet. 

WC are taught a t  school that the I'an~irs :ire a table- 
1:rnd. But anything more untnble-like coultl hardly be 
imagined. True they form an elevated plateau, but it is 
:I plateau crr~mpled into a 1nount:iin chaos. One gaze 
over it from a comn~anding height uproots forever the 
idea of a tableland. Interminable ranges; stupendous 
desolation; an uninhabited iind uninhabitable sea of sum- 
mits-these are the inlpressions that grip tlie n~ ind .  One 
might imagine that  a t  the making of the n.orltl the surplus 
was here piled into a shapeless heap. 

Stream* nrr foraled hrftprr . ; t~~i - tnr l~r , l  *nn\v tu r t l i  tltvln illto rr,rrc.nts 

T l ~ e  part \VC lire on  is t l ~ c  Tngl~durnl)ash 1';11r1ir. 11s 
summits st;tntl in unduli~ting arr:ry. Uet\veelr then1 are 
wide valleys, Hat ;~ntl  gmss-covered, cach with a swift- 
running stre;r111. As the country changes, so does our 
transport. Our coolies now return to their I l i~nalayan 
villages. \Ye ellg;rge a herd of yaks, the 1rlml)rring cattle 
of High .lsi:i. to crirry us tllrouglr this gl;rciatetl territory. 
\Ve arr not lor~g in 1e:rrning its clistirictive fe :~t~~rcs .  They 
are not unlike those of Tibet. I*:~nl)ly sp;ic.rs, shale- 
coveretl hills, tr:rcts of loose and crr~ml)lir~g santl, clor~dless 
skies, penetrating sunlight, lo\v. ~ n o n o t o ~ ~ o u s  1-egetrltion, 
a scanty anti nornadic hu r~~ : i~ l  life. 

Every valley tells its story of old glaci:~l action. 
Tiers of n~or;~ines still fi :ink tlie hillsides. Ilnormorls 
boulclcrs tIi:rt 11;itl once I~eeri carried downwnrtl on ice- 
streams now lie stren.11 itlong the v:rlley 1)etls or sit 
perched in odtl  laces on the mounttiin sitlcs. I t  II:IS not 
been long, jieologicallp speaking, since the wl~olc of t l~cse 
ul)lar~tls nerc I)urictl in icr. ~ ) r e s e ~ ~ t i n g  t l ~ c  al)l)c;~r:~l~(.t> of 



;I white t:~l)le s11c.11 a s  \Ye see i l l  tllc interior oi  (;ree~rl;~ntl. 
011r I ~ ~ ~ s i n e s s  in tllis ~ I ) I I I I ~ ~ ~  is s(:ientific. \VC survey 

the  territory, slutly t l ~ c  al~inlals ; u ~ d  plar~ts ,  collect q ~ e c i -  
rncns 01' t he  rocks, keep rccortls of t l ~ r  \vc:itl~rr, investi- 
gate ~ ) r o l ) l ~ r ~ ~ s  of r r l o ~ r n t ; ~ i ~ ~  sirkness. 'I'l~is work t:ikes 
11s frorn valley t o  v:~llcy ;in11 rip marly a gl:~ci:~trd pe:~l; 
, . l l ~ e  : L S I . ~ I I ~ S  :Ire not too diffic~rlt. Yaks often carry 11s 
half tlle \v:~y. T l ~ e r ~  conies the scr:rn~l~ling u p  rnnre 
tlifficult rock. the trudging and slipljing in soft s~~on.fieltls, 
the puffirigs, h e a r t - t l ~ r o h h i ~ ~ g s  ancl t l ~ u m ~ ) i n g  I~eadaches 
tha t  accolnpany exertion a t  the l~ighest  altitudes. 

13nt it is not ; ~ l l  work ;md no play. There is f n c  sport 
t o  be 11:ltl on these hillsides. Hertls of il,ex live in alrnost 
every valley. \Ye sce the111 often on t l ~ e  rocky slopes ant1 
Iwar t h e  rattling falls of shale shot clown l,y their never- 
slipping hoofs. R u t  the  sportsman's thorrghts are rli- 
rectetl mainly t o  the  l'alnir wilcl sheep. 

This  splendid species, t h e  1:~rgest of the sllrep, h:is it\ 
I lon~e 011 t h e  Roof of the \Vorld. I t  is called Oris 11oli 
after its discoverer 3,Inrco Polo, the  \-enetian explorer of 
t h e  thirteenth century. T h e  Oris poli is the  pride of 
Asiatic sl,ortsmen. T h e  ren~oteness of its l~nrlnts ant1 
shyness of its nature make it the  rarest of exhibits in a 
g:~llery of trophies. I t s  corkscrew horns l ~ a v e  he er^ 
know11 t o  reach more tll:~n six feet in length. 5c:lrcely 
ever corning lower than 13,000 feet, it likes the 11nd11- 
1:Iting grasqy slopes, \vhilc the ilwx kre1)s to  nlorr rocky 
grountl. hIorning ;11lt1 c v c ~ ~ i r ~ g  the  hcrtls tlcsccrid to  the 
~ ~ : r > t r ~ r c s :  tlrrring thc 11;1y t l ~ e y  go for safety t o  the Iligher 
slol)cs. So :~r~iln:~l i.; more \v:~ry and difficult t o  np- 
11ro;1ch: (or it i <  <h), ; I I I ( I  .~11*11icio11s to  the degree. 

, ? llrcs c s l ~ e r i e ~ ~ c ~ c d  SI)OT~IIIHII will 11(1t I ry 11, rrl~proilch 
c l o r  l : I l c  'I'hcy hrrvc w~lt incl* rln 
poinls of v:r~~ttrgr c ; u ~ u i n g  n~inut r ly  evttry r)l)jertt \H- 

I :  t l r  I l e  will LP, if ~ ~ o s s i l ~ l e ,  to vonlc on them 
 fro^^^ I11e snow I ~ I I P .  ~rsually tin am1110113 ~ L I I ~  (1iflii:uIt 
111111crt:tking. Xor c11r1 11e :,fiord :L I I ~ I ~ I I I ~ ~ J I ~ ( I  ~1101.. One 
c.rr~c.k of I ~ i s  rifle jvill empty t l ~ c  vrrllcy. I1 lnrlv lake hirn 
:I ~l;ly'.i 111arr11 X I I ~  the  c r r ~ s ~ i n g  01 11 rarlgc I*.iorc Ilc :~g;tin 
vorl~e.; I I ~  with 1I1c I~crcl. IJifty y1.11r.i rign 1l11.w ~hcc.l) 
\r.c.rc. v(.ry : I ~ I I I I I ( ~ ; I I I ~ .  'I'IIP,~ I)row>erl ~ I I  ~111  t111, l'nrnir 
v;~llc.ys. S o w  l111.y are f o ~ ~ n c l  or~ly in c~.rtrrir~ s l ~ c i a l l y  
f:~\,orc.cl s11clLs. \\ 'I,  I)cc~onlc. awrrre of  t l~e i r  csifilcnrc., riot 
r o  I I I I I ~ I I  l ~ y  S ( . C ~ I I ~  L ~ I ' T I I .  :is frolr~ 1111. 111lrr111er.q 111 l l ~ ( ~ i r  
l ~ r  k I t  e v r y v l r  r I r n  It i r  

111:1ir1ly t 1 1 ~  Sirrikoli l111l1Icr~ I V ~ O  II:I\.~ ( l ( ~ c i ~ ~ ~ i ~ l ~ . t l  ~ I I ~ I I I .  
, l  l l ~ r i r  tlogq si11gIr O I I I  :L s l ~ c t q ~  fro111 tllr l~(*r(l ,  Ibring i l  t o  
11:iy a1111 llolrl it 1 0  it* grr,11111l. \vllil(- l l ~ c  lll~lllrr : I IPI )~I I : I ( . I IC \  
ste;illl~ily iln(1 get, i l l  :L 41ot  wit11 l1i3 ; L I I I ~ ~ I I ; I ~ ( ~ I I  111:1lch- 
111t.k. l'hc sl~vrt \r t~i in of to11:iy ~ . i ~ n r ~ o l  ~.\lwet 1I1e sl)len- 
tlicl tropl1ic.i t l l ;~t  \\er(. onc.e 1.r.11rc.rl. 'I'llc 1rc.t I~eads 
our 11;1rty I ) r o ~ ~ ~ l l t  l):i(,li I I ; I I I  fifty-Lliree-i~lcl~ Ilorrls. 

'1'11(. 1':1r11ir I I ; I *  srl~rillc.r ~ ~ I I I I .  f ( ~ r  1111. IC'C i l r~~hi l io~rs  
h ~ ~ n t v r .  'fhc. 'l'il~ct;lrr 11:trc. c:in Ile r o ~ ~ r s c ~ l  a i l h  Surikoli 
I~our~ds .  It is Inore ;In :1n111sing tl~:rr~ :in cxriting ctlase. 
.\ clurlrsily I~uilt yak C:III IJI.  nl:rtle Lo pallop. I J I I ~  he will 
11ot carry olle like :I racc llorse. T l ~ e  S;rrilioli pack i-; 
111:ltlc r ~ p  ol  .llcr11 p logs r r l ;~ . ;~ /~~cr ;~ t l i l~g  a s  g r e y l ~ o ~ ~ l l ~ l r .  

r . l 11e qu:lrry. ~ 1 1 e r 1  11:1r11 l)rc~.w11~ ~livcs into :I l ~ ~ ~ r r o ~ v .  
.\Ioreovcr, n-e :Ire : ~ t  ;III ; ~ l t i l r ~ d e  of I4.oOO feet. wherr 
every escrtiorl r~~:tkc< rider ;rncl r tce~l  1)ulf like I~lowing 
~)or~)oi>t>s.  If thiq r l~; l<e prove< too , ~ ~ ( > I I I I ~ I I S ,  t l~cr t ,  ;ire 
snow cock on tllc r l ~ o ~ ~ r ~ t ; ~ i l ~ s .  'I'l~(>se are :I kill11 of par- 
Iritlge :ls I;trgc ;Is ;I turkey. They tax t l ~ c  *portsnr;~r~'s 
pon.ers of h t i ~ l k i ~ ~ g  t o  the  r~ttcmmost. . .ii~d what ;L de- 
l igl~t  \ ~ I I C I I  3 11r:Lc.e or tn-I> is b:~ggctl! I t  is r ~ o t  o111y the 
joy of sr~c.rcsful ; i c l ~ i e v e ~ ~ ~ r n t .  11r1t the  espect:rtion (nf ;I 

cl~ungc. in food f r o r ~ ~  tile etern;~l 11iphl;rntl muttoll. 
r .  111t* llornatl ~)co l~ l t -  \vc arc ;uuongst arc helpful 

s i t : ~ I l e ,  Sillcc t11t.y ir~llal)it tile Sarikol r;ulge they 
arc callctl S:~rikolis. 1':llc-l:~ccd, often 111r1cl1 I)ro~~zetl  by 
l ~ i f i l ~  altitucle \vinrls, wit11 n:Lrro\v no*es ; ~ I I C I  liglrt-colore~l 
c y r ,  some of tlre~n r l~ ig l~ t  :tlr~~c>st I);ISS for l.:urol)ear~s. 
'1'11ey tliHrr r11uc11 irom the kirghiz on the  lius+i:i~i 
1 1 1 i r s .  'I'l~esc. :ire ;L 1,roaclcr-t~cnclwl ancl nlore yeIIo\v- 
<ki l r r~r~l  peol)le, n-it11 d:~rkrr eyes a1111 a rrrc~rr .\Ionpolial~ 
c;rst of cor~llten:cr~ce. E.~scnti:~lly \v;~l~dercr,s. the Sari- 
kolis tlrivr thcir I~crds  irvln grazing g r o ~ ~ n t l  to gr;~zir~g 



gro~mnd, thougli sonie of tlme~u hold land a t  Ta\l~kurglran. 
In summer they ascend to tlre higher elevations, follon ing 
the new grass that springs up beside the rivers. I n  
winter they ~ i t h d r a w  to  lo~ver altitudes a t  :thout 10,000 
feet. 

Tlieir home is the yc~rt ,  a dome-shaped structure, 11ot 
unlike the old-fashioned becl~ir-e. i\ Iramework of 
sticks is first set up. This is corered with yak-hair cnr- 
pets and a circular hole is left in the roof. Like the door 
of a beehive, an  entrance near tlre grormrl leada into the 
spacious interior. Inside there are carpets sprcad on 
tlle ground and a yakdung  fire, the funies of n~liich es- 
cape through tlre hole in the roof. When the Sarikoli 
moves, he dismantles the  structure, straps the  fclnme- 
\vork and carpets t o  the saddles of his yaks and journey\ 
off t o  some fresh liasture. 

There is no cu1tir:ttion on this part of the I'itn~ir'r. 
Even barley does not seen1 to grow, tlmongli I l~nve  seen 
it a t  15,000 feet in Tibet. Only the rankest grasses are 
capable of esistence. Nor are there any trees. 11-e dr(1 
not see even an arctic willon.. Consequently tllc Sari- 
k . .  011 IS hard pressed for fuel. H e  burns the roots of 
certain mountain Iierbs; but  his great stand-by is tlre 
clung of his yaks. This, when dry, makes a good fnel 
but, when wet, gives off most nauseating fumes, and R O C  

betide the  ccireless cook who lets them taint his n~e;tts. 
The tending of yaks and sheep is the life work ol 

these people. Their flocks require corrtirruous protection. 
\Yolves are conlmon on the mountains :~nd a never-ceas- 
ing danger. Hy day a nomad must all tlre tune !ice{) 
close t o  the flock, and a t  niglrt Ire g:~tl~ers thcnm around 

The nnrnntl hrrdbrn~n live in yurts, n h i c h  am. edsllv lra~~sporterl  

the yllrt. W ~ I C ~ C  tllcg :Ire jiutlrcleti by 5 C l l l i ~ ~ o l u e s t i n ~ ~ ~ ~  
dogs. ( ' O I I I ~ I L ~ ~ I ~  n71th tlli, 'ribetan.;, t l~esc are a cleanly 
~tcople. l'lmeir yurts arc inviting and nrrll-kept, veQ 
diflcrer~t Irorn a Tibetan 11o11se wrtlr its filth. T I I P ~  are 
c l t a rn~~ng  hosts. Often we salt in a yurt  before n yak- 
d1111g fire, eating chnpp:ltie$ sllreatl with cream & 
wasl~ing t l ~ c ~ n  down with delicious hntternmilk. The 
Sarikolis would entertain us wit11 l l~ei r  nomtrd politics 
or enliven us wit11 a strum on a primitive Ix~njo. 

Nor  did we 1:~ck visitors in tllese ciesolate hurround- 
i~rgs. There was it docttn, in our party, a rare visitor to 
the Pamirs. Froni all direct~ons canre the halt and 
~nainred to  consult him, sonletirnes more than a week's 
journey. One night our canlp lmoused a motley crowd. 
Our own party in itself was very varieti, comprising 
Englislunen, Baltis, Kasl~miris, I-Iindustani hIohamme- 
thns  and Gurkhas. Then we had Cossacks wllo came 
over fronm Itilssian territory, Kirgl~iz and Chinese from 
Turkistan and a nu~nlier of Sarikoli nomads. I t  was t1li.i 
Ileterogeneous intermingling of peoples thxt told us we 
nerc a t  the meeting-place of the e~lrpires. 

The yak was our mainstay. IVithout him we should 
have been helpless. Ourselves ancl our haggage he car- 
r ~ e d  everywhere, over the ])lain.;, irrro\v the torrents. up 

the steep nlountaiu sloI~es. 1Ie 13 :L hl)lentl~tl I)ccrst, 1~1 th  
-1lort legs, low quarters, warmly clad III long hair :tntl 
lurni.slletl n it11 a 1)uslty tail. l 'lio~~glr lrcavy ancl lunmber- 
Ing, yet 11c IS i t g~ l~ ty  it %elf. I l c  n ~ l l  carry anything that ;L 
Irur'rc can cirrry, clitlib nlrnost :~ny\rlrerc that :L go;rt can 
clirnl) ;incl cross ;L river uitlr tlre eilw of ;L I~ippol~)tarnus.  
Sure-footed as a nrr~lc, Ire trrrdgcs circ11rns1)cctly ovcr 
carurnl)ling rock, knowing nell Iroa- to tlistinguish :L IOOSC 
I)oulder Irorn one that  is Grlnly fixed In snow a herd 
\$ill not go for\r:~rtl ;linllesily. 1Cach ;tninlal puts hrs 
hoofs into tlre footlirirrts of Iris lenrlcr :lnd, ~ l l o ~ ~ l d  lie slip. 
cleverly depresses one sho~~ltlcr \\Irich hr u\cs as a prop to 
wve Iinn from lalling. l 'l~ere is ;L slryw\.; in the  yak's 
nature: Ile will start a t  strttnge o1)jccts like ;L skittisl~ 
lrorse. Nor does he lack cunning. Allow your nrount to 
ewape in the vicinity of a rrver. IIe will dash across 
it, gaze at you triumphantly and, lren you make an nt- 
temnpt to reach Irim, will flonnder back to thc origin:rl 
I);~nk. Iiis stubbornness is nrulelike %hen 11c is un\\~ll ir~g 
to move. EIe is a doulile-coated beast. Xeut the ski11 
is an  undergarment of mattctl rvool : I I I ~  covcrlng it an 
overcoat of long straight 11:lirs. The ovcrco;~t oftrlr 1lnnp.i 
l ~ k e  a skirt around his thighs, into tlre folrlr of wliich 



ae arawe up lus regs waaa M dawBSn~ wind. 
Bb huge tail 8me.a him m a W 04 ~&&-acrae~l; when 
groaing, the herd alwap feeds W& bd-quertar~ to the 
wind. The ssivm do ru3t ham the Bowing ovemwt. 
Theg are curly-h&&, a d  we o o ~ o n l y  see them nwr 
the yurt enchond by the neck# to a long rope. 

y.ake are onlfr hsrlf d0m~~tieah.I. Their wild 
mlativea live faFther eerlt on the Tibetaa highlands. 
The Serikoli d o a  not feed &era. They just pick up 
whgt they can, in eummer &&g t b d v e a  and grow- 
ing fat, in winter living on the adipom axxuxdation and 
shrinking to an mackted etrrte. X head f d m g  in 
spring is asurprhhg sight. You see a &llside brown and 
h e ;  there appease zwt a trace 03 gmm -where m it. 
Yet every yak has hia noare to the ground and h obviously 
f eed i i  on emthimg. PVhea you look cl+, you find 
that Be gets sotary shoatr. In one spat he n i p  off a 
blede just peeping above the esrth; then he gaeo forward 
four or five pacee end h u l a  m o t h  blade. He 
never geta a mouthful; they are but tbe tiniest pickinge, 
yet somehow they keep him alive. 

Whet would h norrmds do witbut th& y&! 
K m  flah gives them food; hi milk, drink; hia hair sup- 
plies them with ropea and carpets; bi &h m h  their 
boota and his living body l~svee them from 
place to place. Without tha yak High A& would be a 
uninhabiied desert. The beaat L to tBe high-altitude 
nomad what the camel is to the low-lying hab. 

We see much of the wild life m out v a r h  joumep. 
A friend that greets us in evexy valley i s  the golden W- 
mot. From its burrow it hops out M eoon as we ap- 

eita erect on ite qum-tea like & Zeddy bear and 
welcomes us with sharp birdlike whistleg. I%n enemy 5s 
the brown bear, which digs it from the burraft, &wing 
up the eoil with infinite patience until it geta b vidth at 
the bIind end. The little mouse-ham is another d e w  
ful companion. About the size of a guinea pig, it Iivea 
in communities which riddle the ground with innumera- 
ble tunnels. The community is seldbm independent. A 
number of little birds-different kinds of mountain 
finches-join with the mouse-hams in a common society. 
The little bids run into the mouse-hares* burrows and 
pilfer the seeds that the mouse-hares happen to dmp. 

A yak, even when mounted, can cross the swiftest rlveta with eaes 

But there is no retaliation, no quarreling. Bird c~nd 
mammal live in perfect amity. 

Twenty-four di&rent kin& of b i i s  -@? to exist 
a t  these great heights. Amongst them ia the though. 

Yak calves do not have the Bowing ovcmoat of the adult beam 

which of all biis goes to the highest elevatioas. War- 
ther to the eaat I have wen it following the Mout 
Everest climbera to their highart c ~ m p  at !27.000 feat. 
Then ie little doubt that if they hed re8~hed the nnnmit 
they w d  not have bem e n M y  alone. An- high- 
flyer ie the bcanasd v u k e  or h e q q m .  ¶& 
spfazldid bhd epms more $Ir feet h *tip C 
wiqS4p At aS,OOO feet it litam& rrib m fl&, m&- 
hgimmemecbdesmilae i m ~ w i & o u t  tbelightat 
moveme~tofadng.  ThQslehtlae ' pomd 
t h e a i r i a a t w h * t i r t b u ~ ~ * a t r  
level, y e t t h e h m m  in &h withall the 
e ~ e m s e u f t h g d ~ .  

W ~ ~ i a ~ h d b r r e c m O n ~ ~ -  
hdn. W e ~ e b b i m m e m o l a e Q e r y *  Y s b b  
s l n n m e P l y r ~ f O ~ w s e r e a e ~ M * ~ &  
duringtbewhhrfiwL l b & e e p e n m m q e & &  
e q l i i p p e e r v r u .  ~ h o v e ~ ~ ~ d f  
s d @ d * k i a g .  le-*tailawi#frrt 
l i k e a ~ w i & o u , s a d t h e ~ l i v e m a n & d w i n g  
the peFiOd af atamdon. H F U ~  d f- 
esreprsctMbythe&tle-. Eeslmrle?fbag 
gather -a aeedo inEa u&rgmmd g m y i w .  Thwc 
they Kve on during the winter when the prled-up mow 
keeps them permmm* mdqrod .  

What are the uwthiw h t  put up fltb beet fight 
high sltitudes? One would never thd the 

answer wse "epidtan." Yet it is these &W 
rather wlpmhted ~ t w w  that have a m x d d  m et+ 
tablishhg the higheat permanent dw- plsoear. They 
are to be found on there P d  d, but f d o r  eeak 
I have deeted them at far greater heights. On M o d  
Evereat, at Bbb,W feet, amall black apidan bad e per- 
manentMtatiPn. Nodherenimelor~hadmada 
a home et  snch an altitude. +me, like the Eb& 
might make a bigher tempra~p viait, but the& red h e  
wra in the vrJley benwth. Ths apidm lived ull the 
year round a t  this level, more thafn e,000 fed: above €he 
highest plants. They am the higbeet prmmmt b- 
h a b i t h  d the d. 

F m t w o m a n t h s w e h a d t h e o p p o r t ~ o f ~ o n  
theP&. Itwaeagrestrelieftogetbaektomms 
nomd elevations, What a joy to sse real trees oaort 
more! NW were they trees in the &my ~enae. In 
reality thBy were dII$ &raggy bwhw, dwsrted ~ O W I  

&rowing in a vdey. Yet it gave us mole de- 
light to wander amongst them than it ever did to w& 
in the moat lovely garden. 
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